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THE  PREFACE 


The  privilege  of  writing  the  history  for  a  church's  centennial 
celebration  is  one  to  be  approached  humbly  and  with  dedication. 

This  account  has  been  prepared  with  prayerful  concern  that 
it  might  be  not  only  an  accurate  record  based  on  historical 
research,  but  also  that  it  might  capture  the  very  spirit  and  soul 
of  God's  people  at  work  and  worship  in  this  congregation. 

Accordingly,  the  writer  approached  the  task  in  a  slightly  dif- 
ferent manner  than  the  pure  historian.  Chapters  in  this  book  are 
interwoven  through  titles  beginning  with  the  letter  "P":  The  Pur- 
pose, The  Period,  The  Place,  The  Properties,  The  Persons,  The 
Progress,  The  Products,  The  Passages,  The  Present,  and  The  Plan. 

The  real  church,  however,  cannot  be  portrayed  by  the  written 
word.  The  real  church  exists  in  the  souls  of  those  who  have  be- 
lieved in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Although  this  book  will  contain 
many  numbers  and  facts,  it  cannot  describe  the  influence  of 
Bethany/Lyerly  Memorial  Church  in  the  many  hundreds  of  lives 
that  have  been  changed  because  of  it.  We  will  leave  that  account- 
ing to  the  omniscient  God. 

To  God  be  the  glory  for  what  He  has  done! 

Linda  Lefler  Merrell,  Author 
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THE  PURPOSE 


In  1890  a  petition  was  sent  to  the  Reformed  Church  Classis 
requesting  the  organization  of  a  new  congregation  in  eastern 
Rowan  County.  The  request  being  granted,  The  Revs.  C.B.  Heller 
and  J.M.L.  Lyerly  were  instructed  by  the  Classis  to  organize  the 
congregation. 

The  name  of  the  church  was  to  be  Bethany,  a  beautiful  and 
appropriate  name  for  this  small  church.  The  Bethany  of  New  Testa- 
ment times  was  a  small  village  about  two  miles  from  Jerusalem 
on  the  slope  of  Olivet  close  to  Bethphage.  It  was  home  to  three 
beloved  friends  of  our  Lord  Jesus,  siblings  Lazarus,  Martha,  and 
Mary.  Jesus  visited  there  on  several  occasions,  once  to  raise  Lazarus 
from  the  dead  and  another  time  to  begin  his  final  entry  into 
Jerusalem. 

Bethany  Reformed  Church,  therefore,  would  spring  forth  in  the 
small  community  of  Crescent,  about  two  miles  from  Rockwell, 
to  provide  a  place  of  worship  and  service  for  the  nearby  residents 
in  these  times  of  horse  and  buggy  transportation.  It  would  become 
one  of  the  meccas  of  the  community  which  would  draw  people 
together  in  times  of  gladness  and  in  times  of  sadness. 

It  would  perform  the  purposes  of  the  church  as  outlined  in 
Acts  2:42:  ".  .  .  the  apostles'  teaching  and  fellowship,  the  break- 
ing of  bread,  and  the  prayers." 
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THE  PERIOD 


Bethany  Reformed  Church  was  organized  on  August  23,  1891, 
a  time  of  relative  peace  in  the  United  States  and  throughout  the 
world.  The  national  wounds  suffered  in  the  Civil  War  were  near- 
ly healed,  and  the  tragic  World  Wars  were  in  the  future.  The  In- 
dustrial Age  had  begun,  although  the  small  community  of  Cres- 
cent was  yet  to  benefit  directly  from  industrialization.  Crescent 
continued  to  be  a  farming  community  where  crops  were  often 
traded  for  items  that  families  could  not  afford  to  have  otherwise. 
Cash  was  short  but  helping  hands  were  plentiful,  and  on  many 
occasions  the  entire  community  gathered  to  assist  with  harvesting 
crops,  raising  buildings,  or  helping  the  sick. 

Benjamin  Harrison,  a  Republican,  was  President,  and  inventor 
Thomas  Edison  continued  to  astound  citizens,  having  been 
granted  a  patent  in  1891  for  the  first  meaningful  radio  device. 

The  population  of  the  United  States  was  64  million  (compared 
to  252  million  in  1991),  and  the  average  family's  income  was  $430 
a  year.  A  postage  stamp  cost  two  cents  and  a  gallon  of  milk  was 
27?. 

These  were  not  the  best  of  times  but  certainly  were  not  the  worst 
of  times,  and  Bethany  Church's  birth  was  timely  in  many  ways. 
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THE  PLACE 


Bethany  Reformed  Church  was  located  in  Gold  Hill  Township, 
Rowan  County,  more  specifically  known  as  the  community  of 
Crescent. 

Maxwell  Holshouser  donated  three  acres  of  land  and  Alexander 
Lyerly  donated  one  acre.  Both  were  charter  members.  A  church 
was  to  be  built  on  this  land  with  a  cemetery  to  the  rear. 


Consid.  $  y,^^.  ~  .. 
Dated 


189/ 


Regisier's  Office,  Rowai^  iJoiinty,  A".  C. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  ■  fofe^oini 
deed  wot,  filed  in  this  office  for  regis-  ^ 
on  the_  . .       ^  day  of 

1894^,  at  //..o'clock 
and  was  duly  Registered-  in 
Book  Jfo.y  .0      page  /  .Q  #0. 


Register  of  Dleds.%; 


DEED, 


Comid.  $  /.^  -  .  ^    -  •• 

Dated  J^j^kr:  .i^C^Af:  .  189/ 


Register's  Office,  Rowan  County,  jV,  C. 

1 7iereby  certify  that  the  foregoing 
dead  was  filed  in  this  office  for  regis- 
tration on  the  JJ,      .  .  day  of; 

o'clock 

,  and  was  duly  registered  in 

Book  JVo. 


Register  of  Dleds. 


Holshouser  Deed 


Lyerly  Deed 


The  deeds  were  dated  September  26,  1891,  but  were  not  duly 
registered  at  the  Rowan  County  Court  House  until  July  28,  1894, 
when  Horatio  N.  Woodson  was  the  Register  of  Deeds. 

Later,  in  1957,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  R  Lyerly  donated  a  little  over 
one  acre  of  adjoining  land  to  the  church. 

The  original  church  building  was  situated  to  the  right  of  the 
present  building,  in  front  of  the  cemetery. 
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made  this  the  j^J^.  'S:...  day  of 

..   ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

and  ninety'..  ^^^-C.  ,  between  ,.,=r:<^^<r3?^..^Tt::^?r.<;^!, 

 <:Z:i!?..t^:£^.  ^.■C^.yi^.  ^.ij^j..  


of  the  Cownty  of  Rowan,  and  State  of  J^orth  Carolina,  of  the  first  part,  and 


...<^^i^:.,:.:.c<-/...^:r^....  „   

of  the  County  of  Rowan,  and  State  of  Morth  Carolina,  of  the  second  -part, 

"^J^itrxessetlx,  that  the  said  partt^.  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in 

consideration  of  the  sum  of  _   

 _  dollar^  to  the  said  parti«fCat~..of  the  first 

part  in  hand  paid,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  ha bargained, 

sold  and  conveyed,  and  by  these  presents^^  ^.b^gaui,  sell  and  con^ey.jmto  the 

said  parttlt^ .....of  the  second  part,  heirs  and  assigns,  the  follotfmg  described 


Carolina,  b 

r\ii.y).rlp.rl.  na  fnUmitf;  i.n-imt  • 

\  ,yYlr^  li     ^    V^'^pe     ^^y-f  I  ^jc^  rj-'ik'  ^  4  j 


Holshouser  Deed 
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To  Have  and  to  Hold  all  and  singular  the  above  granted  premises,  with  the 


appurtenances,  unto  the  said  part.cl,  ji.  of  the  second  part,^  ketrs-and 

-assigns;  forever. 


And  the  said  


part  t-^a.  of  the  first  part,  for  /'■'^i^-^,.i:i..,tC£^,t,:e^.  ^s^^Cri^.  heirs, 

executors  and  administrators,  do  hereby  covenant  with  the  said  partita  of 

the  second  part,^y^^,^^^..;^rs  and  ansLgns,  that/,  <i&^.4:..y  .^u4.  . seized  of  the 

premises  in  fee-simplejf  that  the  said  premises  are  free  from  all  encumbrances; 

that  .-^^^/Cyn  ■/Coki/c  good  right  and  lawful  authority  to  sell  the  same;  and 

that  -willwarran^and^efendrtlm^mtidr  m^eTnises  unto  the  said  part  \^... 

of  the  second  part,  Jieii's  and  assigns,  against  the  lawful  claims  of  all  persons 

whatsoever. 

In  Testimony  Whereof,  The  said  part^r*^...  of  the  first  pa.rt  ha^^  hereunto  set 

...ZAe..!.'L.> ..  .hands!..  and  sealS^  ,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

bignea,  sealed  and  delivered  \  ,  j  J      f  a 

in  the  presence  of         ^  .J/L:^LtZZl^L...^d^^^^^ 

i   {Seal) 


{Seal.) 


State  of  North  Carolina,} 


KOWAM  COUNTV. 


Be  it  remembered,  that  on  this  !^.<e.'^...  day  of.  -4K(!^;*^^?5!^e,i^«^^ 

189/.  ,  before  the  undersigned,  .L.cj!£ck<...aj/'.......i^....  f)^re^...Jtd>.  


 of  said  county, 

personally  appeared  ^.-'^/Q'cS>^£.'eni^  /Mriri:^..£^.u.^i^J..  ...ii:^.j..<^,^^^^^^^^  . 


Holshouser  Deed 


7 


Pis  judeninre, 


Made  this  the 


day  of 


^^^^..4^^'-^!^<!f^i^n}  -       ^ -  ,in  the  year  of  our  Lord  onetpM/i,sarid  eight  hundred 
...  between...  


ninety-  if/t^. 


^  €€fun^  Qf  Mowdti,  and  State  of  Morth  Carolina,  of  the  fir^  part,  anm 


filthe  County  of  Rowan,,  and  State  of  JVorth  Carolina,  of  the  second  part, 

W  "VJ^'ltaaessetlx,  that  the  said  part  J'o.  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in 

consideration  of  the  sum  of  .     J^t.<.    „    

-  -    ~   dollars^  to  the  said  part  ul^..  of  tite  first 

part  in  hand  paid,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  ha^x^  bargained, 

mid  and  conveyed,  and  by  these  j^eseiUs  0^     •^^'j^'^^^^^^^  q^nd^^^ey  unto  the 
said  partt^.  of  the  second  part     .  .  .  .heips-emdrebssignis ,  tfie  foli^uing  described 
>  real  estate,  situate,  lying  and  being  in  the  County  of  Rowan  and  State  of  ^Qr1^'\ 


m. 


Lyerly  Deed 
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To  Have  and  to  Hold  all  and  singular  the  above  granted  premise,  with  the 
appurtenances,  unto  the  said  part-zuf^.....  of  the  second  part,  ....  ^yeimand 


mmgns,  forever. 
Jnd  the  said 


part...i..if.s>. 


heirs. 


executors  and  administrators,  do^^  hereby  covenant  ivith  the  said  part. <.^....i.  of 

second  part,  ,.  ..  .^^  Jh^rs  and-assigns,  that  .^.f..- — ^!!u^...aL.±£}..  seized  of  the 

in--fe0^imfde^^4hai^te.wid  premises  aT^jfree^ from,  all  incumbrances; 

v.^}..  §ood  right  and  lawful  authority  to  sell  the  same;  and 

that  will  warrant  c^^ddsf^d  the  said^premisestyitothe  said  partju^... 

of  the  second  part,  heip»-  anduissigns,  against  tme  lawfal  claims  of  all 

'  persons  whatsoever.  » 

In  Teatamony  Whereof,  The  said  part  t^.....  of  the  first  part  hadf^  ..  hereunto  set 
...I^^Ll  handSf.  and  seals'..,  the  da.y  and  year  first  above  xoritten. 


Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  \ 
in  the  presej^cfff    ^  I 


t  iSeal) 
{Seal) 
(Seal) 
 {Seal.) 


State  of  North  Carolina,]  • 

ROWAN  COUNTtr.  j 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  this     

189/ ,  before  the  undersigned, ...... .^2^..^;^..iC..<<s^^^  <2^/Z....2!^^ .i^^^/'.e-J 

   Li..yJt^.:.  11  of  said  County, 

.„v-,f^::^&  b^^j^   


personally  appeared 


Lyerly  Deed 
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THE  PROPERTIES 


With  the  four  acres  of  donated  land,  the  charter  members  made 
plans  to  construct  a  modest,  one-story  frame  building.  It  was 
dedicated  on  October  4,  1896,  with  Dr,  Jacob  C.  Clapp,  Presi- 
dent of  Catawba  College,  preaching.  Dr.  J.M.L.  Lyerly  performed 
the  act  of  dedication. 

Some  two  decades  later,  the  influx  of  children  from  Nazareth 
Orphans'  Home  made  the  building  too  small,  so  four  Sunday 
School  rooms  and  a  belfry  were  added  in  1924. 

The  building  was  heated  by  a  pot-bellied  wood  stove  and  had 
no  running  water  or  indoor  toilets. 

The  congregation  continued  to 
use  this  facility  until  it  became 
apparent  in  the  mid-forties  that 
a  larger  and  more  modern  church 
building  was  needed  to  carry  on 
the  work  of  the  church.  Rev.  Karl 
Flocken  generated  interest  local- 
ly and  within  Southern  Synod, 
emphasizing  the  fact  that 
Bethany  Church  had  a  great 
number  of  children  from 
Nazareth  Home  to  serve  but  a 
limited  number  of  adults  to  pro- 
vide financial  support. 

A  building  fund  was  estab- 
lished and  contained  $11,000  by 
1948  and  $16,000  by  1951.  Rev.  Flocken's  pastorate  was  followed 
by  a  supply  pastor,  Rev.  Columbus  C.  Wagoner,  who  fervently 
continued  the  drive  for  a  new  facility.  A  building  committee  was 
appointed  which  included  the  Rev.  Wagoner,  Mrs.  Daisy  Patter- 
son, Mrs.  Ila  Lyerly,  Thomas  L.  Moose,  and  Lewis  Sides.  Murray 
Penninger  served  as  Building  Fund  treasurer. 

Rev.  Wagoner  became  ill  and  left  the  active  ministry  causing 
the  enthusiasm  for  a  new  building  to  lose  momentum.  In  1951, 
when  the  Rev.  Carl  Daye  became  pastor,  the  building  committee 
was  reorganized.  Thomas  L.  Moose  chaired  the  new  committee, 
which  included  Mrs.  Patterson,  Mrs.  Racie  Penninger,  Charles 
Ramseur,  Thomas  O.  Sinclair,  and  Mr.  Sides. 


Bethany  Reformed  Church 
after  addition  of  Sunday 
School  rooms  and  belfry. 
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During  this  same  time  there  was  a  need  for  a  parsonage  for  Rev. 
Daye's  family,  so  the  Board  of  Managers  of  Nazareth  Orphans' 
Home  donated  land  on  the  opposite  side  of  Crescent  Road  for 
the  erection  of  a  home  for  the  pastor.  At  this  point,  Bethany  and 
St.  Luke's  Churches  constituted  the  Crescent  Charge.  A  modern 
^  home  was  built  during  1950-51.  The  cost  of  the  new  home,  $9,000, 
was  shared  by  the  two  churches.  The  downstairs  of  the  home  in- 
cluded two  or  three  bedrooms,  a  large  living  room,  dining  room, 
kitchen,  bath,  and  utility.  An  unfinished  upstairs  provided  storage 
space  and  room  for  expansion. 

The  parsonage  was  dedicated  during  the  observance  of  Bethany's 
Sixtieth  Anniversary  on  August  26,  1951.  After  this,  interest  in 
a  new  church  building  mushroomed.  The  appointed  building  com- 
mittee presented  to  the  congregation  a  set  of  plans.  When  these 
plans  did  not  meet  the  congregation's  approval,  architect  Vernon 
Lewis  of  Lowenstein  &  Atkinson  in  Burlington,  N.C.,  drew 
another  set  of  blueprints  which  gained  approval  in  1952.  The 
general  contract  was  given  to  Graham  Construction  Company 
of  Kannapolis  at  a  cost  of  nearly  $75,000,  including  all  sub- 
contracts. This  was  an  enormous  step  of  faith  for  a  congregation 
of  50  wage-earning  members  and  some  50  Nazareth  Home 
residents. 

The  members  dedicated  themselves  to  raising  as  much  money 
as  they  could  by  the  time  the  new  building  was  finished.  They 
sold  items,  had  suppers,  and  pledged  monthly  amounts,  often  giv- 
ing sacrificially.  A  "talent  plan"  gave  each  member  $1  from  the 
Building  Fund  and  asked  them  to  increase  it  as  many  times  as 
possible  by  Christmas  Eve.  Some  members  increased  their  $1  to 
$40. 

Leaders  in  the  Southern  Synod  assisted  the  church  in  fund- 
raising  outside  the  membership.  Individuals  and  congregations 
were  approached  and  reminded  of  this  church's  magnanimous  ef- 
forts in  providing  a  spiritual  home  for  the  orphanage  children. 
Generous  contributions  poured  in,  including  $20,000  from  Mrs. 
Maye  Lyerly  Coble  in  memory  of  her  father.  Dr.  J.M.L.  Lyerly, 
and  in  honor  of  her  mother,  Mrs.  Mary  Eugenia  Peeler  Lyerly. 

Ground-breaking  was  held  on  December  20,  1953,  with  Mrs. 
J.M.L.  Lyerly  participating.  Construction  began  the  week  after 
Christmas.  The  church  was  dedicated  and  the  cornerstone  laid 
on  October  31,  1954.  Dr.  Aaron  R.  Tosh,  President  of  Southern 
Synod,  and  the  Rev.  Charles  Donald  Lyerly,  a  son  of  the  con- 
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gregation  and  the  grandson  of  Dr.  Lyerly,  performed  the  act  of 
dedication. 

The  printed  program  for  the  dedication  service  listed  many  con- 
tributions of  money,  materials,  equipment,  furniture,  windows, 
and  accessories  —  gifts  from  interested  friends  as  well  as  members 
of  the  church. 

The  following  items  were  placed  in  the  cornerstone  of  the  church 
building: 

1.  Holy  Bible 

2.  Constitution  of  the  Reformed  Church 

3.  Heidelberg  Catechism  ,  ^ 

4.  Reformed  Church  Messenger  ' 

5.  Reformed  Church  Record  ,    ^  ; 

6.  Almanac  of  the  Reformed  Church 

7.  Catawba  College  Visitor 

8.  History  of  Bethany  Church 

9.  Constitution  of  Bethany  Church 

10.  Charter  Members 

11.  Officers  of  Bethany  Church 

12.  Copy  of  Dedication  Program  of  Lyerly  Memorial  E  <Sl  R 
Church 

13.  Southern  Synod  Standard  , 

14.  Elders  and  Deacons  Present 

Elders:  Charlie  B.  Lefler,  VS.  Lyerly,  Thomas  L. 
Moose 

Deacons:  Mrs.  Adam  Lyerly,  Lewis  L.  Lyerly,  Shuford 
Pickler  ^ 

15.  Building  Committee  ' 

Thomas  L.  Moose,  Chairman  - 

Mrs.  R.E.  Patterson  s^^^ 

Charles  Ramseur 

Thomas  O.  Sinclair  '  \ 

Mrs.  M.L.  Penninger 

Lewis  E.  Sides,  Deceased 
It  is  believed  that  the  first  10  items  were  from  the  original  safe 
box  hidden  under  the  flooring  of  the  pulpit  area  of  Bethany 
Church. 

In  recognition  of  Mrs.  Coble's  generosity  and  the  humanitarian 
efforts  of  Dr.  Lyerly,  the  congregation  voted  on  January  27,  1954, 
to  change  the  church's  name  to  Lyerly  Memorial.  The  change  was 
approved  at  the  April  27-29,  1954,  meeting  of  Southern  Synod. 
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The  debt  on  the  new  church  building  was  retired  in  1963  and 
a  mortgage  burning  ceremony  was  held  October  27,  1963.  Par- 
ticipants included  Mr.  Moose,  Mrs.  Patterson,  Mr.  Sinclair,  and 
Rev.  Robert  E.  Myers,  Pastor. 

The  building  today  continues  to  be  in  good  repair  and  is  valued 
^  at  $350,000  for  insurance  purposes.  The  congregation  has 
demonstrated  excellent  stewardship  in  its  constant  refurbishing 
and  updating  of  the  facility. 


Betfmnv  Reformed 
Organized  1891 

The  above  drawing  by  Michael  Peele  was  accepted  by  the 
100th  Anniversary  Committee  as  the  official  logo  for  this 
celebration.  The  composite  represents  the  three  buildings 
which  have  been  a  part  of  the  churches  history.  The  center 
one  was  the  first  meeting  house,  built  about  five  years  after 
the  churches  organization.  The  building  to  the  left  shows  the 
twO'Story  addition  of  1924*  This  structure  was  demolished 
when  the  new  church,  pictured  on  the  right,  was  built  in 
1954* 
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THE  PERSONS 


CHARTER  MEMBERS 

There  were  24  charter  members  of  Bethany  Church:  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  J.M.L.  Lyerly,  Mrs.  Camilla  Lyerly,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
McCombs,  Sr.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  McCombs,  Sr.,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Maxwell  Holshouser,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawford  Peeler,  Mr. 
Joseph  McCombs,  Miss  Mollie  McCombs,  Miss  Alice  McCombs, 
Mr.  William  McCombs,  Jr.,  Mr.  James  McCombs,  Jr.,  Mr.  Charles 
McCombs,  Miss  Mattie  Holshouser,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tobias 
Holshouser,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alexander  Holshouser,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Boyden  Fesperman. 

All  charter  members  were  former  members  of  Lower  Stone,  a 
Reformed  congregation  southeast  of  Rockwell  which  already  was 
130  years  old.  The  first  elders  were  William  McCombs,  Sr.,  a  farmer 
and  merchant,  and  Maxwell  Holshouser,  a  farmer.  The  first 
deacons  were  William  McCombs,  Jr.,  a  younger  member,  and 
Boyden  Fesperman,  a  Rockwell  merchant,  postmaster,  and 
quarryman. 


DR.  J.MX.  LYERLY 

Rev.  J.M.L.  Lyerly,  age 
28,  became  the  first 
pastor  of  Bethany 
Church  and  demonstrat- 
ed much  zeal  for  the 
work.  The  son  of  Martin 
and  Camilla  Fisher  Lyer- 
ly, Jacob  Martin  Luther 
Lyerly  was  born  on 
November  18,  1862.  He 
was  baptized  at  Organ 
Lutheran  Church  and 
became  a  confirmed 
member  of  Lower  Stone 
Reformed  Church. 

The  year  1889  was  a 
significant  one  for  Rev. 
Lyerly:  he  graduated 
from  Catawba  College, 


Dn  and  Mrs.  J.MX*  Lyerly 
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was  licensed  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  on  May  4,  married  Mary 
Eugenia  Peeler  on  June  3,  and  was  ordained  on  October  10.  He 
received  his  doctorate  in  1894  from  Hopedale  College. 

The  Lyerlys  became  parents  of  11  children:  Maye,  Sudie,  Jacob, 
Carl,  Ray,  Maude,  Virgil,  Ruth,  Ethel,  Bernice,  and  Jean. 


CRESCENT  ACADEMY  AND  BUSINESS  COLLEGE 

Dr.  Lyerly  served  as  pastor  of  Bethany  until  1908,  but  his  foot- 
prints in  the  Crescent  community  extended  much  farther  than 
the  church  that  he  helped  to  organize.  In  order  to  supplement 
his  salary  from  the  small  membership,  Dr.  Lyerly  founded  the  Cres- 
cent Academy  and  Business  College  in  1896  on  land  adjoining 
the  church  property.  Seventeen  students  were  enrolled  the  first 
year.  Later  the  private  school  would  grow  to  as  many  as  250 
students  a  year  and  would  eventually  serve  over  2,000  total  stu- 
dents. Tuition  ranged  from  $50  to  $80  a  year  for  boarding  students. 

Dr.  Lyerly 's  commitment  to  the  Crescent  Academy  and  Business 
College  was  more  than  mercenary,  for  this  man  of  vision  knew 
that  the  young  people  deserved  and  needed  a  better  education 
than  the  public  schools  of  the  community  could  provide.  He  knew 
firsthand  the  struggles  of  his  own  educational  pursuits  and  was 
determined  that  others  in  his  community  would  have  better 
advantages. 

To  this  school  came  students  from  many  North  Carolina  coun- 
ties and  several  other  states.  Dr.  Lyerly  became  an  admired 
educator  and  was  nominated  for  the  office  of  State 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

From  this  school  went  forth  a  large  number  of  well-educated 
professionals,  including  13  Reformed  ministers,  8  Lutheran^  2  Bap- 
tist, 4  Episcopal,  and  1  Presbyterian. 

The  school  was  closed  in  1913  when  public  schools  were  better 
equipped  to  offer  quality  education. 

Although  the  school  was  not  affiliated  with  any  church 
denomination,  its  close  proximity  to  Bethany  Church  allowed  the 
use  of  the  church  building  for  classrooms  during  the  years  of  large 
enrollment. 

NAZARETH  ORPHANS'  HOME 

Dr.  Lyerly  was  also  the  moving  spirit  in  the  founding  of  Nazareth 
Orphans'  Home,  located  less  than  one-half  mile  from  Bethany 
Church.  This  great  pastor,  educator,  and  motivator  had  taken 
several  orphaned  children  into  his  home  to  live  and  work  amid 
his  own  growing  family.  The  orphans  received  the  same  atten- 
tion, love,  education,  and  material  provisions  that  Dr.  Lyerly 's  own 
children  received. 

Dr.  Lyerly,  however,  nurtured  the  vision  of  a  larger  home  to 
care  for  orphaned  children,  and  in  1899  was  appointed  by  the 
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Reformed  Classis  to  a  committee  to  study  the  establishment  of 
such  a  home.  As  in  all  causes  to  which  he  was  philosophically 
bound,  Dr.  Lyerly  tackled  this  work  with  tireless  energy,  superior 
intellect,  and  an  endless  search  for  the  means  of  establishing  the 
home  quickly.  He  traveled  to  Reformed  Churches  all  over  the  state 
soliciting  pledges  for  the  purchase  of  properties.  Still  short  of  finan- 
cial backing,  the  Classis  drew  up  a  charter  for  the  orphanage  and 
it  was  probated  by  the  Secretary  of  State  in  Raleigh  in  1903,  The 
name  chosen  was  Nazareth  Orphans'  Home,  a  reminder  of  Jesus' 
own  boyhood  town. 

Finally,  in  1906  there  was  sufficient  funding  for  the  purchase 
of  the  McNairy  farm  of  85  acres  and  a  large  10  room  house  for 
$4,100.  Dr.  Lyerly  served  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
until  his  death  in  1923. 

In  later  years  the  name  was  changed  to  Nazareth  Children's 
Home,  reflective  of  the  many  boys  and  girls  who  would  come  to 
Nazareth  from  broken  or  dysfunctional  families  as  well  as  from 
families  with  deceased  parents. 

Bethany/Lyerly  Memorial  Church  provided  the  religious  instruc- 
tion for  the  children  of  Nazareth  Home  for  many  years,  and  the 
residents  and  staff  considered  this  their  home  church.  The  pastor 
of  the  church  was  the  chaplain  for  the  Home.  In  recent  years, 
the  children  have  not  worshipped  at  Lyerly  Memorial  Church 
as  a  group,  but  one  resident  maintains  an  active  membership  at 
Lyerly  Memorial. 

DR.  J.MX,  LYERLY  -  ADDITIONAL  BIOGRAPHY 

A  biographical  sketch  of  the  life  and  work  of  Dr.  Lyerly  cannot 
be  complete  without  enumerating  some  other  accomplishments 
of  this  man  of  faith.  In  addition  to  Bethany,  he  pastored  church- 
es in  Lincoln,  Davidson,  Guilford,  Rowan,  and  Forsyth  Coun- 
ties. He  was  serving  in  Winston-Salem  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  was  also  on  the  faculty  at  Catawba  College  and  Claremont 
College.  He  co-owned  and/or  published  The  Concord  Times,  The 
Albemarle  Chronicle,  and  the  Reformed  Church  Standard.  In  1896  he 
helped  organize  First  Church,  Salisbury. 

This  incredible  philanthropist  also  operated  a  75-acre  farm  and 
owned  and  operated  a  shop  next  to  his  home  where  buggies  were 
built. 

The  Crescent  Post  Office  was  opened  in  1898  with  Dr.  Lyerly 
as  the  postmaster.  His  son,  Ray  Lyerly,  was  the  last  postmaster 
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when  the  Crescent  Post  Office  was  closed  in  1928. 

Death  came  at  a  relatively  early  age  to  Dr.  Lyerly,  who  departed 
this  earthly  life  on  March  17,  1923,  age  60.  His  funeral  at  Bethany 
Church  was  attended  by  people  from  all  walks  of  life:  the  young 
and  the  old,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  supervisors  and  the  super- 
vised, the  clergy  and  the  laity,  those  who  served  and  those  who 
were  served. 

Dr.  Lyerly  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  of  the  church  he  nur- 
tured and  the  community  he  loved  and  served.  His  son,  the  Rev. 
Jacob  Nevin  Lyerly,  composed  the  inscription  for  the  tombstone: 
"Erected  in  honor  of  Dr.  <&l  Mrs.  J.M.L.  Lyerly,  who  at  all  times 
and  everywhere  gave  their  strength  to  the  weak,  their  substance 
to  the  poor,  their  sympathy  to  the  suffering,  their  hearts  to  God." 

SUCCESSION  OF  PASTORS 

Throughout  the  life  of  Bethany  Church,  the  membership  has 
been  blessed  with  good  pastors,  all  of  whom  received  modest 
monetary  rewards  but  great  personal  satisfaction. 

The  succession  of  pastors  of  this  congregation  is: 
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John  A.  Koons  Samuel  A. 

19124918  Troxell 
19194921 


Harvey  A.M.  Lee  O.  Carbaugh  Aaron  R.  Tosh 
Holshouser  19304939  19394944 

19224929 


Melvin  X  Robert  E.  Myers 

Hamm  1957-1967 
19554956  19804987 


Edwin  C  Nagle  Jamie  T.  David  L.  Jones 

1967-1970  FonviUe,  Jr.  1975-1977 

1971-1975 


Marlin  T.  Richard  E,  Kirk 

Schaeffer  1979 
19774978 
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David  W.  Allred 

,  1987-1988 


Jeffrey  J. 
Richards 

1988  ' 


All  of  the  pastors  preceding  Rev.  Jones  were  shared  with  one 
or  more  churches  in  several  different  arrangements  of  joint  charges, 
which  will  be  outlined  in  the  section  entitled  "The  Progress." 

Revs.  Hamm  and  Schaeffer  left  the  pastorate  of  the  congrega- 
tion to  become  full-time  superintendents  of  Nazareth  Home,  but 
continued  the  tradition  of  close  fellowship  and  faithfulness  with 
the  local  church. 

Several  outstanding  men  of  God  have  heeded  the  call  to  serve 
the  church  as  supply  pastors,  including  Revs.  Milton  Whitener, 
Columbus  Wagoner,  David  Faust,  Thomas  Hoffman,  Robert  Delp, 
Lionel  Whiston,  Kenneth  Heffley,  Roy  Whisenhunt,  Huitt 
Carpenter,  Felix  Peck,  Porter  Seiwell,  and  Andrew  Harto. 
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THE  PROGRESS 


THE  WOMEN^S  GROUPS 

As  the  years  passed,  various  benevolent  and  service  groups  ex- 
isted within  Bethany/Lyerly  Memorial  Church.  One  of  the  earliest 
groups  was  the  Missionary  Aid  Society,  organized  in  1893  by  the 
Bethany  women.  The  group  later  became  associated  with  the 
Women's  Missionary  Society  which  was  organized  on  May  6,  1897. 
Mrs.  J.M.L.  Lyerly  became  the  first  president  in  June,  1897. 

The  Missionary  Society  was  very  active  in  its  initial  years.  It 
sponsored  a  Mission  Band  for  children  and  a  Girl's  Missionary 
Guild.  Later  the  women's  group  was  named  the  Women's  Guild 
and  still  later  took  the  name,  Women's  Fellowship. 

Minutes  of  meetings  and  financial  records  still  exist  for  these 
early  women's  groups.  There  is  much  evidence  that  the  members 
worked  with  dedication  on  many  projects.  In  1915,  for  example, 
the  Missionary  Society  had  a  project  where  peas  were  purchased, 
planted,  and  harvested,  the  profits  from  which  were  used  to  sup- 
port their  many  projects  within  the  church  and  community.  Get- 
ting the  peas  hulled  seemed  to  be  a  problem,  but  the  minutes 
recorded,  "At  the  close  of  regular  church  services  December  5  Mrs. 
Safrit  called  a  meeting  of  the  Society.  She  reported  that  Mr.  Safrit 
had  offered  his  service  to  have  the  peas  hulled  for  the  hulls.  There 
being  no  objection  he  was  given  permission  to  take  them  to  his 
home  and  have  them  hulled." 

The  gross  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  peas  to  J.  Rufus  Fisher 
and  B.A.  Fesperman  amounted  to  $7.03. 

The  group  also  sold  cotton  and  soap,  and  dues  were  five  cents 
per  member  per  month. 

In  1915  the  Women's  Missionary  Society  disbursed  their  money 
in  the  following  manner:  $16.00  to  Rev.  Koons  for  salary  supple- 
ment; $.75  for  brooms  and  cups  for  school  house;  $25.00  for  the 
support  of  a  young  girl  in  China;  $20.00  Classical  Society  dues; 
$5.55  for  beef  and  bread  for  Orphans'  Day;  and  $3.50  for  clothing 
for  an  orphan  girl. 

In  1917  the  women's  group  "came  before  the  Consistory  asking 
us  to  use  grape  juice  in  the  observance  of  the  Lord's  Supper  in- 
stead of  wine.  A.M.  Lyerly  was  appointed  to  have  four  quarts  made, 
this  being  enough  for  the  coming  year." 

Mrs.  Daisy  Fisher  Patterson  served  the  women's  group  in  almost 
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every  capacity  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  50th  Anniversary  of  the 
Missionary  Society  of  General  Synod  in  Akron,  Ohio,  in  1938. 

THE  MEN'S  GROUPS 

Fewer  records  exist  for  the  church's  men's  groups,  which  were 
often  part  of  a  group  which  included  several  churches.  In  1942, 
a  group  was  organized  which  represented  the  three  churches  which 
were  then  a  part  of  the  Rockwell  Charge,  Bethany,  St.  Luke's,  and 
Ursinus.  Appointed  to  coordinate  this  new  arrangement  for  the 
men's  groups  were  Ray  R  Lyerly  of  Bethany,  Carr  Peeler  of  St. 
Luke's,  and  C.M.  Barrier  of  Ursinus.  The  group  affiliated  with 
the  Synodical  and  National  Brotherhoods  of  the  Evangelical  and 
Reformed  Church. 

Thomas  L.  Moose  of  Bethany  was  elected  the  first  Synodical 
President  of  the  Churchmen's  Brotherhood  in  1945  and  served 
a  total  of  six  years.  He  attended  the  National  convention  in  Har- 
risburg,  Pennsylvania,  in  1945,  and  assisted  Southern  Synod  in 
hosting  the  convention  at  Catawba  College  during  his  term  as 
president  in  1948.  Mr.  Moose  distinguished  himself  not  only  in 
the  Brotherhood,  but  he  was  well-known  and  loved  for  his  kind 
guidance  as  superintendent  of  Nazareth  Orphans'  Home  from  1943 
until  1956. 

The  men  of  the  church  have  always  contributed  in  ways  that 
often  don't  make  headlines,  but  in  ways  that  have  kept  the  church 
progressing,  both  spiritually  and  materially.  Like  all  small  church- 
es, the  men  have  provided  many  hours  of  donated  maintenance, 
a  savings  of  immeasurable  quantity. 

THE  YOUTH  GROUPS 

Early  youth  groups  were  called  the  Mission  Band  and  the  Girls' 
Missionary  Guild.  Rev.  Karl  Flocken  organized  a  joint  youth  group 
for  the  young  persons  of  the  Rockwell  Charge  churches.  It  nor- 
mally met  at  Nazareth  Home,  since  a  good  number  of  its  members 
were  residents. 

The  Youth  Fellowship  at  Lyerly  Memorial  Church  was  very  ac- 
tive in  the  sixties,  and  a  large  number  of  Nazareth  Home  youth 
were  in  leadership  roles. 

Tvo  young  people  have  become  district  presidents  in  the  youth 
organizations,  Vickie  Moose  in  1956  and  Linda  Lefler  in  1963. 

Today's  youth  group  is  named  Kids  Under  Construction.  It  pro- 
vides a  variety  of  programs  and  activities  for  pre-teens  and  teenagers. 
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ADULT  FELLOWSHIP/FOURTH  SUNDAY  EVENT 
GROUPS 

In  the  late  seventies,  the  church  leaders  found  a  new  interest 
in  forming  a  group  which  would  appeal  to  all  ages  and  family 
groups  in  particular.  The  Adult  Fellowship  was  organized  to  pro- 
vide a  special  event  each  fourth  Sunday  evening  which  would 
be  suitable  for  the  entire  family.  Some  were  programs  of  educa- 
tional value;  some  were  worship  experiences;  and  some  were  times 
of  fun,  food,  and  fellowship.  A  large  number  of  visitors  were  pre- 
sent on  April  17,  1988,  for  an  evening  worship  service  with  Mr. 
Mel  Graham,  brother  of  Evangelist  Billy  Graham,  as  speaker. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/OUTREACH 

The  earliest  record  of  Sunday  School  was  February  21,  1897, 
when  the  lesson  for  the  day  was  "The  First  Christian  Martyr." 
There  were  24  persons  present  and  18  cents  in  offering. 

Through  the  years  many  fine  teachers  met  the  challenges  and 
opportunities  of  teaching  Sunday  School,  and  many  names  ap- 
pear for  many  consecutive  years.  During  the  years  when  the 
Nazareth  Home's  enrollment  was  highest,  there  were  often  more 
children  in  Sunday  School  than  adults,  but  the  people  of  the 
church  met  both  the  task  and  the  calling  to  provide  a  sound 
spiritual  basis  for  these  young  people. 

Before  the  new  church  was  occupied  in  1954,  little  Bethany 
Church  was  often  very  overcrowded,  hot,  and  full  of  big  red  wasps 
as  the  children  met  for  Sunday  School  in  the  four  rooms  that 
were  available.  Adults  met  in  the  sanctuary  of  the  church. 

In  recent  years 
the  children's  de- 
partment has  kept 
current  through  us- 
ing video  equip- 
ment, conducting 
Children's  Church 
during  the  regular 
worship  hour,  and 
creating  the  Cres- 
cent Puppets  to 
bring  the  children's 
message  during 
worship.  The  puppet  ministry  has  been  supported  financially  by 


The  Crescent  Puppets,  left  to  right,  John 
Boy,  Bobby,  Susie 
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individual  gifts.  Scripts  for  the  puppets  are  written  and  performed 
by  the  people  of  the  church. 

Vacation  Bible  School  has  served  the  church's  youth  as  well 
as  neighborhood  youngsters,  who  eagerly  participate  in  lessons, 
crafts,  fun,  and  refreshments. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Jamie  Fonville,  the  church  began 
a  newsletter  in  1975  called  The  Lyerly  Letter.  Its  purpose  was  to 
be  a  message  of  information  and  inspiration,  and  it  would  be 
mailed  to  many  non-member  friends  as  well  as  members  of  the 
church.  Initially  it  was  published  twice  a  month;  for  the  last  six 
years  it  has  been  mailed  monthly,  totalling  over  60,000  copies  in 
the  past  16  years. 

THE  CRESCENT  PLAYERS 

In  the  fall  of  1980  a  group  of  Lyerly  Church  members  appeared 
before  the  Church  Council  requesting  permission  to  form  a  travel- 
ing drama  troupe  which  would  present  one  or  more  plays  a  year 
on  moral  or  religious  themes.  The  Council  consented,  and  the 
Crescent  Players  were  organized.  In  the  ensuing  years,  the  Cres- 
cent Players  have  presented  over  20  dramas  and  have  built  an  in- 
ventory of  sound  and  light  equipment,  props,  make-up,  and 
costumes.  This  drama  ministry  has  been  self-supporting  through 
contributions  from  those  who  see  the  dramas.  The  dramas  are 
presented  at  Lyerly  Memorial  and  then  to  other  church  groups, 
civic  clubs,  and  organizations  upon  request.  Thousands  have  heard 
the  Gospel  presented  through  drama;  the  troupe  continues  to  this 
day. 

In  1990,  the  Church  Council  was  again  approached  by  the  Cres- 
cent Players  who  asked  permission  to  begin  a  fund  to  purchase 
a  passenger  van  for  use  by  the  Players  to  travel  to  other  church- 
es. The  Council  determined  that  this  would  be  an  appropriate 
use  of  church  savings,  and  the  issue  was  brought  before  the  con- 
gregation for  approval.  The  vote  was  successful,  and  a  15-passenger 
van  was  purchased  in  December  1990.  The  vehicle  is  not  only 
used  for  the  drama  troupe,  but  is  also  used  to  provide  transporta- 
tion for  children's  activities  and  to  pick  up  children  and  adults 
for  church  each  Sunday. 

JOINT  CHURCH  CHARGES 

From  its  beginning  until  1976,  the  congregation  was  a  part  of 
several  groupings  with  other  area  churches  which  shared  a  minister 
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and  some  properties,  equipment,  and  programs.  This  arrangement 
was  primarily  a  fiscal  matter,  since  the  congregations  were  often 
small  and  struggling. 

The  first  charge  was  one  with  Bethany,  Mt.  Hope,  and  St.  Luke's, 
known  as  the  Central  Rowan  Charge.  In  1906,  Bethany  and  Mt. 
Hope  became  the  Crescent  Charge,  and  St.  Luke's  and  Ursinus 
became  the  Rockwell  Charge.  In  1909,  Mt.  Hope  was  made  part 
of  the  Gilead  Charge  and  Bethany  was  joined  to  Shiloh  to  con- 
stitute the  Faith  Charge.  In  1912,  Bethany  left  the  Faith  Charge 
and  joined  St.  Luke's  and  Ursinus  in  the  Rockwell  Charge.  In 
1948,  Bethany  and  St.  Luke's  became  the  Crescent  Charge. 

In  the  seventies,  the  members  felt  that  Lyerly  Memorial  was 
fiscally  strong  and  could  support  its  own  minister.  Negotiations 
began  with  St.  Luke's  and  climaxed  with  a  congregational  vote 
on  November  21,  1976,  which  dissolved  the  Crescent  Parish  and 
made  both  churches  self-supporting.  The  Joint  Council,  under 
the  leadership  of  Lanny  T.  Merrell,  went  to  lengthy  measures  to 
insure  an  amicable  dissolution  of  the  charge  so  that  each  church 
would  hold  fond  remembrances  of  its  sister  church.  Lyerly 
Memorial  purchased  St.  Luke's  half  interest  in  the  parsonage  prop- 
erty and  later  sold  the  parsonage,  investing  the  proceeds  in  an 
account  which  would  pay  a  housing  allowance  to  the  next  minister. 

The  cooperative  and  engaging  spirit  with  which  the  two  church- 
es dissolved  was  evidenced  by  a  very  moving  and  loving  joint  wor- 
ship service  held  on  December  12,  1976.  Dr.  Edwin  M.  Alcorn, 
Associate  Conference  Minister,  preached  the  sermon,  "Heritage 
Forward."  -  ^ 

GOVERNANCE 

The  first  governance  for  Bethany  Church  was  the  constitution 
and  by-laws  of  the  Classis  and  later  the  Synod.  The  elders  and 
deacons,  along  with  the  minister,  carried  out  the  direction  of  the 
church  in  financial  and  spiritual  matters.  The  governing  board 
later  became  known  as  the  Consistory  and  at  present  is  called 
the  Church  Council.  The  Council  operates  under  the  arrange- 
ment of  various  committees  which  advise  the  Council.  The  pastor 
is  a  member  of  all  committees. 

A  series  of  mergers  affected  the  local  congregation  through  the 
years.  In  1934  the  Reformed  Church  merged  with  the  Evangelical 
Synod  of  North  America,  changing  the  local  church's  name  from 
Bethany  Reformed  to  Bethany  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church. 
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In  1957,  the  E  <Sl  R  Church  merged  with  the  Congregational 
Christian  Church,  resulting  in  the  local  church's  present  name 
—  Lyerly  Memorial  United  Church  of  Christ. 

In  accordance  with  the  last  denominational  merger,  congrega- 
tions were  granted  local  autonomy.  They  were  to  adopt  constitu- 
tions and  by-laws  to  govern  the  church,  the  ownership  and  disposi- 
tion of  property,  and  the  calling  of  pastors.  Lyerly  Memorial 
adopted  its  first  local  constitution  and  by-laws  on  October  28, 
1962.  A  revision  of  the  by-laws  was  completed  and  adopted  in  1986. 

BENEVOLENCES  -  NAZARETH  HOME 

The  benevolent  outreach  of  the  church  has  extended  as  near 
as  Nazareth  Home  and  as  far  as  the  mission  fields  of  China  and 
Africa.  Since  Nazareth  and  Bethany  were  in  early  union  through 
Dr.  Lyerly's  leadership,  the  congregation  assisted  the  Home  in 
financial  matters  as  well  as  with  helping  hands  on  projects  rang- 
ing from  building  construction  to  crop  gathering.  A  favorite 
aphorism  that  circulated  among  some  Nazareth  staff  members  was, 
"If  you  need  something  and  need  it  real  bad,  come  to  the  folks 
at  the  church.  If  they  can't  get  it  for  you,  they'll  tell  you  how  to 
do  without  it." 

Beginning  in  1907  and  continuing  most  years  to  the  present, 
Nazareth  Home  observed  Anniversary  Day,  usually  in  August. 
This  observance  became  known  as  "Orphans'  Day."  It  was  a 
highlight  of  the  year  for  this  rural  area,  as  hundreds,  and  later 
thousands,  of  people  came  from  near  and  far  to  play  games,  en- 
joy luscious  home-cooked  foods,  visit  with  friends,  and  raffle  off 
homemade  quilts  and  a  myriad  of  other  donated  items.  Since  the 
event  was  much  more  than  a  fund-raising  effort,  the  churches  of 
our  denomination  participated  with  fervor  to  make  this  day  a  very 
special  one  each  year. 

Bethany  Church's  men  and  women  made  significant  contribu- 
tions in  time  and  energy  to  anniversary  days.  Women  made  quilts 
and  other  items  for  the  raffles,  and  men  readied  booths  and  spread 
sawdust  on  the  grounds.  Trees  were  white-washed  about  six  feet 
up,  and  everyone  took  pride  in  how  their  little  part  of  God's  great 
Earth  looked. 

On  Anniversary  Day,  the  men  and  women  of  the  church  were 
on  the  scene  first  and  last,  serving  food  and  cleaning  up. 

The  first  Sunday  in  August  became  Alumni  Sunday  at  the 
church,  and  to  this  day  some  alumni  continue  to  worship  at  Lyerly 
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Church  when  they  are  in  the  area. 

An  indication  of  the  fond  affection  some  alumni  have  for  the 
church  was  demonstrated  by  an  anonymous  $50  contribution  in 
1983  for  the  Organ  Fund.  The  note  read: 

Dear  Friends, 

I  heard  that  the  church  was  planning  to  get  a  new  organ  and 
I  want  to  help  out.  1  want  to  give  this  in  honor  of  Mr.  Regan 
(former  superintendent  of  NCH),  who  taught  me  that  I  had  to 
work  at  being  a  Christian.  He  went  on  with  his  work  caring 
for  us  kids  and  sometimes  we  did  not  know  that  he  did  this  out 
of  Christian  love.  1  love  and  know  the  Lord  Jesus  because  Mr. 
Regan  and  the  houseparents  and  the  Christians  at  Lyerly  Church 
helped  me  when  I  lived  there.  Please  keep  on  and  be  patient  with 
the  kids.  Most  of  them  will  appreciate  it  some  day  in  the  future. 
May  God  bless  you  all. 

A  former  Home  Kid 

BENEVOLENCES  . . .  OTHERS 

Another  nearby  outreach  for  Lyerly  Memorial  Church  has  been 
the  support  of  Bible  teachers  in  the  area  public  schools.  From 
the  Consistory  minutes  of  1955  there  is  a  record  of  the  Youth 
Fellowship  asking  for  a  special  offering  to  pay  for  the  Bible  teacher 
at  Rockwell  High  School.  Today  the  church  continues  its  sup- 
port of  the  Bible  History  teacher  at  East  Rowan  High  School, 
one  of  the  few  remaining  public  schools  Bible  programs  in  the  state. 

Through  the  years  the  church  assisted  individuals  and  families 
who  experienced  unfortunate  losses  or  hardships.  Sometimes  this 
was  done  through  love  offerings  rather  than  through  a  budgeted 
item.  In  later  years  the  congregation  has  observed  a  Harvest  Home 
Festival,  with  members  bringing  staple  food  items  to  be  shared 
with  the  needy  of  the  community.  A  Good  Samaritan  Fund  ex- 
ists for  monetary  support  in  times  of  crisis.  Many  thousands  of 
dollars  have  been  disbursed  through  this  fund  to  members  and 
non-members. 

Support  for  institutions  and  conferences  within  the  denomina- 
tion has  been  budgeted  through  the  treasury,  with  the  Council 
or  Missions  Committee  determining  the  breakdown  of 
contributions. 

Heeding  the  call  to  "go  into  all  the  world,"  support  for  mis- 
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sionaries  in  foreign  lands  has  been  strong.  Early  in  the  1900's  the 
Women's  Missionary  Society  had  projects  to  raise  funds  and  sup- 
plies for  foreign  missions,  and  at  one  time  sponsored  a  young 
Chinese  girl.  Today  the  church's  unified  budget  supports  mis- 
sionaries in  the  areas  of  Bible  translation,  medical  care,  technical 
training,  and  basic  life  skills. 

THE  MUSIC  MINISTRY 

Although  a  variety  of  musical  instruments  have  been  used,  the 
organ  seems  to  be  the  dominant  instrument.  The  original  war- 
ranty still  exists  for  a  Weaver  Organ  (presumed  to  be  a  pump 
organ),  purchased  from  the  Weaver  Organ  <St  Piano  Company  of 
York,  Pennsylvania,  on  April  7,  1894. 

When  the  new  church  was  built,  an  electric  organ  was  installed 
from  memorials  for  Mrs.  Juanita  Hall  Lyerly,  daughter-in-law  of 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lyerly.  She  served  the  church  diligently  by  providing 
high  quality  sacred  music,  as  well  as  through  teaching  many  of 
the  young  people  to  play  the  piano. 

On  November  6,  1983,  an  Allen  digital  computerized  organ  was 
dedicated  in  a  special  afternoon  service.  Mrs.  Annie  Lea  Lyerly 
Peeler  was  honored  during  the  dedication  recital  for  having  served 
as  church  organist  over  25  years.  A  plaque  near  the  organ  reads: 
"lb  the  Glory  of  the  Triune  God  by  Members  and  Friends;  In 
Honor  and  in  Memory  of  Their  Loved  Ones  and  in  Grateful 
Recognition  of  Annie  Lea  Lyerly  Peeler." 

The  church  has  been  blessed  to  have  Mrs.  Lyerly,  Mrs.  Thomas 
Moose,  Mrs.  Alice  Beidler,  Mrs.  Peeler  and  other  fine  musicians 
who  have  given  sacrificially  of  their  time  and  talents,  all  without 
remuneration.  Likewise,  choir  directors,  pianists,  guitarists,  and 
other  music  leaders  have  served  with  distinction,  but  without  pay. 

THE  LIBRARY 

The  church  library  is  located  on  the  second  floor  and  contains 
both  adult  and  children's  literature.  The  library  is  in  memory  of 
two  long-time  Sunday  School  teachers,  Mrs.  Ila  Safrit  Lyerly  and 
Mrs.  Daisy  Fisher  Patterson.  Their  influences  altered  many  a  young 
life  for  the  better.  They  were  enthusiastic  readers  of  fine  literature, 
and  both  were  versed  in  the  Scriptures.  Their  influences  spread 
to  Nazareth  Home,  where  Mrs.  Lyerly  was  at  one  time  a  girls' 
matron  and  Mrs.  Patterson,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
for  32  years. 
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Both  of  these  outstanding  women  were  the  subjects  of  newspaper 
features.  Mrs.  Lyerly,  known  for  her  poetry  which  often  had  a 
spiritual  theme,  was  featured  in  The.  Charlotte  Observer  by  colum- 
nist Kays  Gary.  He  described  her  as  the  "Rock  of  Rockwell." 

Mrs.  Patterson  had  likewise  been  honored  in  an  article  in  The 
Salisbury  Post,  which  enumerated  her  life-long  church  and  com- 
munity work. 

Although  recognition  came  to  Mrs.  Lyerly  and  Mrs.  Patterson, 
they  both  found  the  greatest  measure  of  happiness  and  fulfillment 
within  the  confines  of  their  church  family.  There  they  served,  and 
there  they  were  loved. 

THE  FINANCES 

Although  small  in  numbers  from  inception  to  this  day, 
Bethany/Lyerly  Memorial  Church  has  always  been  blessed  with 
the  financial  means  to  carry  on  the  work  of  its  high  calling.  Like 
the  New  Testament  account  of  the  fishes  and  the  loaves,  there 
were  always  adequate  funds  to  pay  the  bills,  share  with  others, 
and  still  have  a  balance  in  the  treasury.  Where  God's  people  were 
willing  to  trust  His  guidance  and  work  incessantly,  God  blessed 
their  efforts  and  multiplied  their  fruits.  Financial  assistance  often 
came  from  those  outside  the  membership  who  felt  a  Christian 
alliance  to  the  work  of  this  congregation. 

Because  of  limited  resources,  the  members  have  always  par- 
ticipated in  the  stewardship  of  time  and  talents.  As  noted  previous- 
ly, the  leaders  in  the  music  ministry  receive  no  salaries;  the  secretary 
works  without  payment;  many  repairs  and  maintenance  jobs  are 
performed  free;  and,  during  many  years,  the  custodial  and  lawn 
maintenance  have  been  volunteered. 

But  the  most  important  and  effective  support,  however,  has  been 
the  prayers  of  these  people  who  have  worshipped  together. 
Throughout  these  100  years,  where  there  was  a  need,  there  was 
a  prayer.  And  where  there  was  a  prayer,  there  was  an  answer. 
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THE  PRODUCTS 


The  product  of  any  church  has  to  be  expressed  in  the  number 
of  people  brought  into  the  family  of  God  through  the  influence 
of  that  church.  Although  one  could  count  baptisms,  confirma- 
tions, professions  of  faith,  and  so  forth,  it  is  impossible  and  un- 
necessary for  human  beings  to  take  such  a  roll.  God  knows  all 
and  keeps  all  records.  We,  His  children,  are  to  "Commit  your  way 
to  the  Lord;  trust  in  him,  and  he  will  act"  (Psalm  37:5). 

Bethany/Lyerly  Memorial  has  given  seven  young  men  to  the 
ministry. 

HENDERSON  L.V.  SHINN 

Henderson  L.V.  Shinn,  son  of  Joshua 
and  Elizabeth  Fesperman  Shinn,  was 
born  July  9,  1884.  He  was  confirmed  by 
Dr.  J.M.L.  Lyerly,  attended  the  Crescent 
Academy,  and  received  his  A.B.,  M.A., 
and  D.D.  degrees  from  Heidelberg  Col- 
lege. In  1915  he  graduated  from  Central 
Theological  Seminary,  was  licensed  and 
ordained  in  Germantown,  Ohio,  and 
married  Carrie  Buchler.  To  this  marriage 
were  born  two  sons  and  one  daughter. 

Dr.  Shinn  pastored  the  following  churches:  St.  John's,  German- 
town,  Ohio,  1915-1920;  St.  Paul's,  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  1920-1926; 
Immanuel,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  1926-1931;  Grace,  Toledo,  Ohio, 
1931-1953;  and  Union,  Bascom,  Ohio,  1953-1958,  from  which  he 
retired. 

WILLIAM  C  LYERLY 

William  C.  Lyerly,  son  of  Albert  Lit- 
tleton and  Fannie  Elizabeth  Roseman 
Lyerly,  was  born  November  8,  1889.  He 
began  attending  Bethany  Reformed 
Church  in  1903  and  was  confirmed  in 
1906  by  Dr.  J.M.L.  Lyerly.  He  attended 
the  Crescent  Academy  and  Heidelberg 
College,  graduating  in  1910.  He  worked 
for  the  Mormons  in  a  Utah  Mission  for 
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a  year  and  entered  Central  Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  1911. 
He  graduated  in  1914  and  was  licensed  by  the  Miami  Classis,  Ohio. 
On  June  14,  1914,  he  was  ordained  at  Bethel  Bear  Creek,  with 
the  Revs.  J.M.L.  Lyerly,  J.A.  Koons,  and  Paul  Barringer  officiating. 

Rev.  Lyerly  married  Miss  Helen  Alma  Lentz,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  M.G.  Lentz  of  the  Bear  Creek  congregation,  on  June 
17,  1918.  They  became  parents  of  four  sons. 

Elected  to  the  Board  of  Managers  of  Nazareth  Orphans'  Home 
in  1923,  Rev.  Lyerly  served  continuously  until  1952,  when  ill  health 
forced  his  resignation.  He  was  Secretary  of  the  Board  from 
19234949  and  President  from  19494952. 

He  was  Southern  Synod  Secretary  from  1943-1954  and 
represented  the  Home  and  the  Synod  on  several  occasions  at  na- 
tional meetings. 

He  died  March  22,  1954,  and  is  buried  in  Bethel  Bear  Creek 
Cemetery. 


JACOB  NEVIN  LYERLY 

Jacob  Nevin  Lyerly  was  the  son  of  the 
founder  of  Bethany  Church,  Dr.  J.M.L. 
Lyerly  and  Eugenia  Peeler  Lyerly.  He  was 
born  July  9,  1894.  He  attended  Crescent 
Academy.  After  attending  Catawba  Col- 
lege for  one  year,  he  graduated  from 
Lenoir  College  at  Hickory,  N.C.  After 
graduation  from  Central  Theological 
Seminary,  Dayton,  Ohio,  he  served  as 
supply  pastor  in  Canada.  There  he  met 
a  young  lady  who  was  to  be  his  wife,  Miss  Olive  Hannesson.  They 
became  the  parents  of  three  sons  and  one  daughter. 

Rev.  Lyerly  pastored  churches  in  Liscomb,  Oilman,  and  Osage, 
Iowa,  and  served  the  Immanuel  Congregational  Church  in  Dubu- 
que, Iowa,  as  pastor  until  1942.  Following  that  he  became 
associated  with  the  American  Red  Cross  as  Regional  Director  in 
the  state  of  Texas,  in  which  capacity  he  continued  until  failing 
health  forced  his  retirement.  He  died  on  October  5,  1957,  and 
is  buried  in  Dallas,  Texas. 


SIDNEY  C  SAFRIT 

Sidney  C.  Safrit  was  born  on  August  29,  1898,  in  Rowan  County. 
He  joined  Bethany  Reformed  Church  during  the  pastorate  of 
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Rev.  John  Koons.  He  attended  Catawba 
College,  Heidelberg  College,  and  Central 
Theological  Seminary,  where  he  received 
his  B.D.  degree  in  1926. 

He  pastored  Emanuel  Church, 
Thomas ville,  N.C.,  and  did  graduate 
study  at  Duke  University. 

Rev.  Safrit  married  Miss  Pauline  Safrit, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luther  Safrit, 
on  August  24,  1927. 

In   1939  he  moved  to  Richmond, 
Virginia,  and  began  teaching  public  school,  finally  serving  as  the 
principal  of  an  elementary  school. 

He  died  on  March  10,  1976. 

TOM  ROSS  SAFRIT 

Tom  Ross  Safrit,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lewis  Safrit,  was  born  November  11,  1899. 
He  was  confirmed  in  Bethany  Reformed 
Church,  attended  Crescent  Academy, 
Catawba  College,  and  Franklin  and  Mar- 
shall College,  graduating  in  1924.  He 
entered  Lancaster  Theological  Seminary 
in  the  fall  of  1924. 

Rev.  Safrit  married  Miss  Helen  Werner, 
daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.B.  Werner, 
on  April  4,  1926. 

He  died  at  the  early  age  of  27  on  February  22,  1927,  and  is  buried 
in  Mt.  Olivet  Cemetery,  Frederick,  Maryland. 

I      CHARLES  DONALD  LYERLY 

Charles  Donald  Lyerly  was  born  on  August  13,  1929,  to  Virgil 

5.  and  Juanita  Hall  Lyerly.  He  was  the  grandson  of  Dr.  J.M.L.  Lyer- 
ly. Baptized  and  confirmed  in  Bethany  Reformed  Church,  he  at- 
tended Rockwell  High  School,  Catawba  College,  and  Lancaster 
Theological  Seminary,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1954.  He  was 
licensed  by  Southern  Synod  on  May  22,  1954,  ordained  on  May 
30,  1954,  at  Lyerly  Memorial,  and  installed  as  pastor  of  Brightwood 
Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church  in  Gibsonville,  N.C.,  on  June 

6,  1954. 
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Rev.  Lyerly  married  Miss  Rebecca  Allen 
of  Gibsonville  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  three  daughters. 

He  moved  to  Hebron  Church, 
Winston-Salem,  in  1957,  leaving  there  in 
1959  to  pastor  The  Christian  and  Mis- 
sionary Alliance  in  Winston-Salem.  In 
1969  he  helped  to  organize  Rockwell 
Christian  Church,  moved  back  to 
Brightwood  Christian  Church  in  1978, 
and  then  organized  Grace  Bible  Church 
in  Rockwell  in  1979.  He  continues  to  pastor  Grace  Bible  Church 
at  the  present  time. 


PAUL  LEE  PICKLER 

Paul  Lee  Pickler  was  born  on  October 
27,  1952,  to  Clarence  S.  and  Lois  Canup 
Pickler  of  Granite  Quarry.  He  graduated 
from  East  Rowan  High  School,  Catawba 
College,  and  Lancaster  Theological 
Seminary  in  1978.  He  was  ordained  at 
Lyerly  Memorial  Church  on  June  25, 
1978,  with  the  Revs.  Jamie  Fonville, 
Marlin  Schaeffer,  and  Edwin  Alcorn  and 
Mr.  David  Patterson  participating. 

Rev.  Pickler  was  installed  as  pastor  of  Bethel  Bear  Creek  UCC 
on  September  17,  1978.  He  married  Miss  Debra  Lynn  Holt  on 
February  28,  1982,  to  which  union  was  born  a  daughter,  Jennifer, 
and  a  son,  Matthew. 

Rev.  Pickler  became  pastor  of  the  St.  Paul-Keller  Charge  in  1983 
and  moved  to  the  pastorate  of  Mt.  Hope  UCC,  Salisbury,  in  June 
1991. 
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THE  PASSAGES 


Perhaps  at  this  juncture  it  would  be  appropriate  to  allow  a  lit- 
tle reminiscence  of  the  century  since  the  birth  of  Bethany  Church. 

PASSAGE  ONE:  INFLATION 

If  dollars  and  cents  can  tell  anything  of  how  times  have  changed, 
we  can  draw  some  lessons  from  the  records  which  are  housed  in 
the  church  study.  For  example,  in  1909  a  new  roof  was  installed 
on  the  church  and  the  outside  was  painted  at  a  total  cost  of  $125. 
In  1966,  a  new  roof,  exterior  painting,  and  new  guttering  cost 
$2,300.  In  1989,  a  new  roof  alone  cost  $9,875. 

John  Lefler  was  awarded  the  sexton  s  job  in  1910  at  a  rate  of 
$10  per  year.  Insurance  on  the  church  building  cost  $.75  that  year. 
Due  to  a  thorough  scouring,  renovating,  and  recarpeting  of  the 
church,  "Special  care  must  be  taken  to  clean  shoes  and  on  no 
account  must  tobacco  be  used  within  the  church." 

An  offering  which  amounted  to  $1.73  was  taken  at  the 
Christmas  Eve  Service  in  1909.  There  was  an  expense  of  $1.17 
for  having  26  copies  of  the  service  printed.  The  remainder,  $.56, 
was  to  go  to  the  Nazareth  Orphans'  Home. 

In  1920  the  pastor's  salary  was  $1,200,  of  which  Bethany  paid 
$250,  St.  Luke's  paid  $225,  and  Ursinus  paid  $725.  By  1940,  the 
pastor's  salary  had  increased  to  $1,800,  of  which  Bethany's  part 
was  $225,  plus  50  cents  per  month  to  maintain  the  telephone  in 
the  parsonage.  In  1960,  the  pastor's  salary  was  $4,200,  of  which 
Lyerly  Memorial  paid  half;  in  1980,  the  amount  was  $19,722,  which 
was  borne  by  Lyerly  Memorial  in  its  entirety. 

PASSAGE  TWO:  STRAIGHTENING  UP  ONE^S  ACT 

The  Consistory  of  the  church  didn't  take  certain  things  too  easi- 
ly. For  example,  members  were  warned  in  writing  when  they  had 
committed  certain  offenses.  They  were  given  a  type  of  "proba- 
tionary" period  to  straighten  up. 

The  letter  reproduced  here  was  found  in  the  old  church  records. 
In  encourages  Brother  Wyatt  to  show  up  and  pay  up  or  get  ex- 
pelled from  membership. 
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Letter  from  Consistory  Records 
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PASSAGE  THREE:  PAUL  VOGLER  REMINISCES 

Paul  Vogler,  one  of  our  frequent  Nazareth  alumni  visitors,  recalls 
that  when  he  was  at  the  Home  the  children  walked  to  Bethany 
Church  "rain,  shine,  or  snow."  Paul  was  there  from  1933-1940,  and 
Mr.  Ray  Lyerly  was  superintendent. 

During  the  polio  epidemic,  they  were  quarantined  from 
everything  and  everywhere  .  .  .  except  church. 

Paul  says  the  only  thing  he  got  by  with  at  church  was  one  Sun- 
day when  he  took  a  deck  of  cards  with  him  to  church.  He  and 
two  other  Nazareth  boys  skipped  worship  service  and  played  black- 
jack in  Lewis  Sides'  classroom  upstairs.  It's  a  good  thing  Mr.  Lyerly 
didn't  catch  them,  because  they  wouldn't  have  sat  down  for  a  while! 

PASSAGE  FOUR:  GETTING  TO  THE  CHURCH  ON 
TIME 

Once  Rev.  Troxell  was  on  his  way  to  Bethany  Church  after 
preaching  the  early  service  at  Ursinus  Church  in  Rockwell.  The 
roads  were  unpaved,  rough,  and  often  muddy,  and  Rev.  Troxell 
turned  his  T-Model  Ford  over  on  the  way  to  church.  Mr.  Reather 
Pickler  took  his  team  of  mules,  turned  the  car  upright,  and  Rev. 
Troxell  brushed  himself  off  and  proceeded  on  to  Bethany  to  preach. 

PASSAGE  FIVE:  OLIVER  LEFLER  REMINISCES 

Oliver  Lefler  relates  the  events  of  bringing  Dr.  J.M.L.  Lyerly 's 
body  back  to  Crescent  for  burial.  Oliver  was  a  lad  of  10  when 
Dr.  Lyerly  died,  and  he  remembers  that  the  community  folks  were 
informed  that  the  train  would  be  bringing  the  body  back  to  the 
Crescent  crossing  at  a  certain  hour. 

Oliver  says  there  was  a  group  of  people  there  waiting  on  the 
train,  testimony  to  the  love  and  respect  the  community  had  for 
this  man  who  had  shaped  it  immensely. 

No  one  had  an  automobile,  and  the  road  was  so  muddy  you 
couldn't  get  a  horse  and  wagon  on  it,  so  the  pallbearers  had  to 
carry  the  body  through  the  woods  to  the  church.  The  distance 
being  great,  about  six-tenths  of  a  mile,  there  were  two  sets  of  pall- 
bearers, so  that  some  could  rest  while  the  others  carried  the  coffin. 

Those  were  the  days  when  being  a  pallbearer  really  required 
some  sacrifice! 

PASSAGE  SIX:  DISCIPLINE  IN  CHURCH  WAS  STRICT 

Clarence  Pickler  remembers  when  he  was  about  6  or  7  years 
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old  that  there  was  a  long-winded  guest  speaker  at  church.  It  got 
to  be  12:30  p.m.  and  little  Clarence  began  to  squirm.  When  the 
preacher  finally  quit  and  said,  "Amen,"  Clarence  said  outloud, 
"Thank  God." 

His  dad,  Mr.  Shuford  Pickler,  reached  around  his  mom  and 
thumped  the  boy's  head  real  hard.  (Sister  Margaret  says  that  was 
her  dad's  favorite  "church"  punishment,  thumping  the  head.  She 
says  she  left  many  a  Sunday  with  a  headache.) 

When  the  family  got  home  after  church,  Mr.  Shuford  proceed- 
ed to  ready  himself  to  give  Clarence  a  "whippin'.  "  Mrs.  Pickler 
wouldn't  allow  it,  however,  because  she  claimed  that  Clarence  only 
said  outloud  what  everyone  else  was  thinking. 

One  other  time  Clarence  didn't  talk,  however,  and  was  reward- 
ed. Miss  Edith  Sides  was  his  Sunday  School  teacher,  and  she  said 
she  was  going  to  reward  the  student  who  was  the  quietest.  Clarence 
received  the  reward,  a  little  book  about  Baby  Jesus,  which  he  still 
has. 

PASSAGE  SEVEN:  HOW  TO  GET  FOLKS  TO  LIKE  YOU 

On  the  occasion  of  Mrs.  Ila  Lyerly's  88th  birthday,  November 
23,  1980,  the  church  had  a  surprise  birthday  honor  for  her.  Be- 
tween Sunday  School  and  Worship,  everyone  was  invited  to  the 
Fellowship  Hall  where  there  was  a  cake  with  88  candles  on  it. 

Upon  being  interviewed  that  day,  Mrs.  Ila  was  asked  what  was 
the  best  part  about  being  88  years  old.  She  quickly  replied,  "The 
best  part  about  being  old  is  that  everybody  likes  you.  If  you  do 
something  wrong,  they  dismiss  it  with  Aw,  she's  getting  old  and 
can't  remember.'  " 

It  was  real  easy  to  like  Mrs.  Ila. 

PASSAGE  EIGHT:  WHY  THE  CHURCH  HAS  NO 
FRONT  STEPS 

Some  members  recall  that  the  first  drawings  of  a  proposed 
church  building  were  turned  down  by  the  congregation.  One  of 
the  voices  that  was  heard  was  that  of  Mrs.  Daisy  Patterson.  She 
pleaded  to  have  the  main  entrance  of  the  church  without  steps 
so  that  her  aged,  crippled  knees  could  enter  more  easily. 

And  that's  the  rest  of  the  story. 


38 


PASSAGE  NINE:  G.S.  (SUMP)  ABERNATHY 
REMEMBERS 

For  a  while,  Sump  and  his  brothers  walked  to  Bethany  Church 
while  their  parents  attended  church  in  Faith.  They  preferred 
Bethany,  for  that's  where  their  friends  from  Crescent  School 
attended. 

Sump  was  one  of  ten  children,  and  his  mother  made  virtually 
everything  the  kids  wore,  even  their  underwear  and  overalls. 

Mrs.  Daisy  Patterson  was  often  a  substitute  teacher  at  Crescent 
School,  and  she  took  no  foolishness  off  anyone.  Sump  remembers 
once  that  Mrs.  Patterson  even  made  her  own  daughter,  Mary 
Catherine,  stand  with  her  nose  in  a  circle  on  the  blackboard  for 
something  she  had  done. 

When  Sump  was  asked  if  he  behaved  himself,  he  replied,  "You 
knew  better  than  to  misbehave." 

PASSAGE  TEN:  SHUFORD  PICKLER  REMEMBERS 

It  was  Shuford's  job  even  as  a  small  boy  to  gear  up  the  horse 
and  surry  (it  had  a  top  on  it)  for  the  trip  to  church  each  Sunday. 
Then  he  and  the  other  five  children  would  climb  in  the  surry 
with  mother  and  father  and  off  they'd  go. 

Even  though  the  Picklers'  surry  was  pretty  nice,  Shuford  says 
he  always  thought  that  Paul  Lyerly  had  the  fanciest  horse  and 
buggy.  It  had  really  nice  reins,  spread,  and  curtains. 

PASSAGE  ELEVEN:  RUFUS  PATTERSON  REMINISCES 

It  was  Rufus'  job  as  a  lad  to  fire  up  the  wood  stove  in  the  church 
early  on  Sunday  morning  so  the  building  would  be  comfortable 
for  the  members  when  they  arrived.  He  didn't  protest  (it  wouldn't 
have  done  any  good  anyhow)  and  just  considered  it  his  job. 

He  remembers  Crescent  School  which  was  located  beside  the 
church  on  the  right  as  one  looks  at  the  church.  There  were  two 
rooms.  Grades  one  through  three  were  in  one  room  and  grades 
four  through  six  were  in  the  other  room. 

Rufus  also  recalls  the  very  muddy  road,  saying  that  the  quar- 
rymen  had  to  keep  a  fresh  team  of  horses  at  the  church  to  finish 
pulling  the  load  from  the  church  to  the  railroad  crossing. 

The  Crescent  Road  must  have  the  best  roadbed  around,  because 
the  quarrymen  finally  lined  it  with  granite  curbing  stones  to  get 
out  of  the  mud.  So  don't  try  putting  a  line  or  pipe  under  Cres- 
cent Road  unless  you  have  a  BIG  drill. 
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PASSAGE  TWELVE:  CHARLIE  LEFLER  THINKS  BACK 

Charlie  was  the  first  mail  carrier  in  Crescent,  if  you  can  call 
it  that.  He  picked  up  the  mail  at  the  Crescent  Post  Office  and 
carried  the  mailbag  to  the  railroad  crossing.  He  hung  it  up  on 
a  post  so  that  the  train  didn't  even  have  to  come  to  a  complete 
stop  to  pick  up  the  mailbag.  The  incoming  mailbag  was  put  on 
the  post  and  Charlie  ran  it  back  up  to  the  Post  Office. 

He  made  $5  a  month,  paid  quarterly,  and  he  thought  it  was 
a  huge  amount  of  money. 

Charlie  fondly  remembers  Rev.  Koons,  who  refused  to  ride  from 
Rockwell  to  preach  the  second  service  at  Bethany  or  St.  Luke's. 
Rev.  Koon  walked,  and  he  walked  faster  than  Charlie's  ever  seen 
anyone  walk,  despite  his  large  size. 

The  worst  part  of  Sunday  mornings  was  when  Mr.  J.  Rufus 
Fisher  (maternal  grandfather  of  Rufus  Patterson)  prayed.  Charlie 
said  he  made  everyone  kneel,  and  he  prayed  at  least  15  minutes. 
Charlie  says  you  sure  got  tired  kneeling  on  those  old  wooden  plank 
boards  that  long. 

There  was  a  separation  of  the  sexes,  also.  According  to  Charlie, 
the  older  women  sat  on  the  right  near  the  altar  and  the  men  sat 
on  the  front  bench.  The  older  women  always  wore  black  bon- 
nets to  church. 

PASSAGE  THIRTEEN:  AN  APPROPRIATE  NUMBER 
FOR  THIS  STORY 

And,  finally,  from  the  "If  you  don't  laugh,  you'll  cry"  depart- 
ment comes  the  tale  of  the  Sunday  back  in  the  seventies  when 
the  choir  members  had  a  rough  time.  It  seems  they  adorned  their 
black  choir  robes  as  usual  and  entered  the  choir  pews.  They  had 
not  been  there  very  long  when  one,  then  two,  then  all  of  the  choir 
members  got  to  feeling  as  if  something  was  crawling  on  them.  They 
became  more  and  more  miserable,  and  more  hysterical,  and  it 
became  obvious  to  the  parishoners  in  the  audience  that  something 
was  amiss  in  the  choir  loft. 

Soon  one  choir  member  detected  the  trouble.  There  was  a  mite 
crawling  on  the  rather  bald  head  of  one  of  the  men.  It  seems  that 
a  bat  had  nested  in  the  robe  closet  and  left  behind  a  few 
remembrances. 

It  is  reported  that  all  choir  members  disrobed  quickly  on  that 
particular  Sunday  and  went  immediately  home  and  took  real  good 
baths. 
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RS.  FROM  THE  AUTHOR 

Although  the  preceding  stories  don't  necessarily  capture  the 
spiritual  nature  of  the  church  members,  they  definitely  characterize 
the  ordinary  happenings  in  a  small  community  of  yesteryear.  So, 
if  you'll  pardon  their  inclusion  in  this  historical  account,  you  might 
just  capture  a  glimpse  of  what  it  was  like  back  then.  You  can  decide 
for  yourself  if  they  were  the  "good  old  days." 
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THE  PRESENT 


Lyerly  Memorial  UCC,  May  1991 

Lyerly  Memorial  United  Church  of  Christ  is  presently  the 
church  home  for  about  60  people.  Its  part-time  pastor  is  Dr.  Jef- 
frey J.  Richards,  who  is  also  on  the  staff  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  at  Charlotte  and  Hood  Seminary  in  Salisbury.  Dr. 
Richards'  emphasis  is  expository/evangelistic  preaching. 

The  oldest  member  of  the  church  at  the  time  of  this  writing 
is  Shuford  Pickler,  who  was  born  July  11,  1905.  He,  along  with 
Charlie  and  Oliver  Lefler,  were  honored  several  years  ago  for  75 
years  of  being  a  part  of  this  congregation. 

The  ministries  that  are  active  are  Kids  Under  Construction, 
Children's  Church,  Crescent  Puppets,  Crescent  Players,  Sunday 
School,  Vacation  Bible  School,  Adult  Fellowship,  and  The  Lyerly 
Letter. 

Financial  support  is  currently  extended  to  Nazareth  Children's 
Home,  John's  River  Camp,  Blowing  Rock  Assembly  Grounds, 
Rowan  Helping  Ministries,  the  Good  Samaritan  Fund,  East  Rowan 
Religious  Education  Commission,  Rowan  Hospital  Chaplaincy, 
Southern  Conference,  Western  N.C.  Association,  missionaries  Kim 
and  Dickie  Myers  and  Darrell  and  Ruth  Racey,  and  Campus 
Crusade. 
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The  music  ministry  is  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Ann  Peeler, 
organist,  Mrs.  Joyce  Lefler,  choir  director,  and  Mrs.  Debbie 
Richards,  pianist. 

Serving  on  the  Church  Council  are  Arnold  Peeler,  President; 
David  Patterson,  Vice  President;  Nancy  Ludwig,  Secretary;  Ber- 
nita  Abernathy,  Herman  Kepley,  Rufus  Patterson,  Tommy  Lefler, 
and  Charles  Misenheimer. 

The  church  budget  for  1991  is  $29,828.  A  special  allocation  of 
$3,000  for  the  100th  Anniversary  Celebration  expenses  was  ap- 
proved by  the  congregation  in  addition  to  the  regular  budget. 

The  100th  Anniversary  Committee  is  Linda  L.  Merrell,  chairper- 
son, Joyce  Lefler,  Tim  Ludwig,  David  Patterson,  Mike  Peele,  and 
Lois  Pickler. 

The  church's  centennial  celebration  is  scheduled  for  August  25, 
1991.  A  combined  adult  Sunday  School  will  be  taught  by  Mr.  Ralph 
Peeler,  a  Christian  layman  and  Gideon  member.  The  worship  hour 
will  be  led  by  Dr.  Jeffrey  Richards,  pastor;  Rev.  Paul  Lee  Pickler,  son 
of  the  congregation;  and  Rev.  David  AUred,  former  pastor. 

A  catered  luncheon  will  be  served  on  the  church  lawn  follow- 
ing the  morning  worship.  During  the  afternoon,  the  church's  cor- 
nerstone will  be  removed,  an  inventory  of  items  therein  will  be 
made,  and  items  relating  to  the  100th  Anniversary  will  be  included 
before  replacing  the  cornerstone. 

An  afternoon  concert  is  scheduled  which  will  feature  The  Sounds 
ofjoy^  a  Southern  Gospel  group  from  Lexington,  N.C.  During  in- 
termission, greetings  will  be  received  from  former  ministers.  Con- 
ference officials,  and  friends  of  the  church. 

Special  recognition  will  be  given  to  the  descendants  of  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  J.M.L.  Lyerly  who  are  in  attendance. 

The  Sunday  School  officers  are  Trisha  Peeler,  Superintendent; 
Kay  Peele,  Assistant  Superintendent;  Joyce  Lefler,  Recording 
Secretary;  and  Joellen  Misenheimer,  Assistant  Recording  Secretary. 

Sunday  School  teachers  are  Trisha  Peeler,  Joyce  Lefler,  Nancy 
Ludwig,  Kay  Peele,  Linda  Merrell,  Lanny  Merrell,  Bernita  Aber- 
nathy, and  J.D  Ludwig. 

Many  members  serve  Lyerly  Memorial  Church  in  a  variety  of 
ways,  such  as  serving  on  committees  and  assisting  with  special 
projects,  resulting  in  purposeful  extension  of  the  Gospel  message 
into  the  community  and  world. 

Lyerly  Memorial  Church  continues  to  place  great  emphasis  on 
the  spiritual  growth  of  all  members  of  the  congregation. 
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THE  PLAN 


This  history  and  reminiscences  behind,  one  bids  a  look  into 
the  future  of  Lyerly  Memorial  United  Church  of  Christ.  The  past 
is  gone,  we  cannot  change  it.  The  present  is  history  as  soon  as 
it  occurs.  The  future  is  in  the  hands  of  Holy  God. 

We  know  that  there  are  many  right  here  in  Crescent  to  be 
brought  to  a  saving  grace  in  Jesus  Christ.  We  must  reach  them. 

We  know  that  there  are  many  who  need  Christian  charity.  We 
must  help  them. 

We  know  that  there  are  many  who  would  despise  us  for  our 
belief.  We  must  love  them. 

We  must  "lead  a  life  worthy  of  the  Lord,  fully  pleasing  to  him, 
bearing  fruit  in  every  good  work  and  increasing  in  the  knowledge 
of  God"  (Colossians  1:10). 

And  in  all  our  work  and  worship  within  this  fellowship,  we 
are  to  remember  that  "He  is  the  head  of  the  body,  the  church" 
(Colossians  1:18). 

So  be  it.  Amen. 


46 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Bulletins,  Lyerly  Memorial  United  Church  of  Christ,  1957-1991. 

Dedication  of  Lyerly  Memorial  Evangelical  and  Reformed,  1954. 

Leonard,  Jacob  C,  History  of  Southern  Synod,  Evangelical  and  Reformed 
Church,  mo,  267  ff. 

Minutes  of  Consistory/ Church  Council.  Bethany  Reformed/Lyer- 
ly  Memorial  United  Church  of  Christ,  1893-1991. 

Miscellaneous  Minute  Books,  Reports,  Notes.  Bethany  Re- 
formed/Lyerly  Memorial  United  Church  of  Christ,  1893-1991. 

Moose,  Thomas  L.,  "Journal  #7,  Lyerly  Memorial  Church,  Cres- 
cent Academy,  Nazareth  Orphans'  Home,  Bethany,  St.  Luke's, 
Ursinus." 

Moose,  Thomas  L.,  "Lyerly  Memorial  History,"  1965. 

Moose,  Thomas  L.,  Nazareth  Orphans'  Home.  Salisbury:  Rowan 
Printing  Company,  1956. 

Peeler,  Banks  J.,  A  Story  of  the  Southern  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  and 
Reformed  Church.  1968,  pp.  291-295. 

Sixtieth  Anniversary,  Bethany  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church, 
1951. 


47 


—  Notes  — 


( 


Lyerty  Memoriat  United  Church  of  Christ 

1320  Crescznt  Rood 
Rockwdi,  NortR  Carolina  Z8138-9337 
\         (704)  279-5152 


Printed  on  Ree  ded  Paper 


